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1. Short introduction on the subject of research and the goals of the Committee 

The BNCGG serves as a link between IUGG and the Belgian scientists working in the fields of Geodesy and 
Geophysics. This activity reaches a climax every four years at the IUGG general assemblies. The BNCGG is 
then charged to propose to the Academy the national delegates to IUGG and to its eight Associations:  

- International Association of Cryospheric Sciences (IACS); 

- International Association of Geodesy (IAG ); 

- International Association of Geomagnetism and Aeronomy (IAGA); 

- International Association of Meteorology and Atmospheric Sciences (IAMAS); 

- International Association of Hydrological Sciences (IAHS); 

- International Association of the Physical Sciences of the Ocean (IAPSO); 

- International Association of Seismology and Physics of the Earth Interior (IASPEI) ; 

- International Association of Volcanology and Chemistry of the Earth Interior (IAVCEI). 

In the meantime the BNCGG organises regularly conferences by known Belgian or foreign scientists. 

The BNCGG tries also to encourage the participation of young scientists to the IUGG General Assemblies by 
attributing grants. 

Belgium was among the 9 countries who established the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics 
(IUGG) on July 28, 1919 in Brussels.  The Belgian National Committee for Geodesy and Geophysics (BNCGG) 
was created shortly after in 1921. The running expenses were covered until 1950 by the National 
Cartographic Institute and later on by Royal Academy of Belgium, now split into "Koninklijke Vlaamse 

http://bncgg.oma.be/


2 
 

Academie van Belgïe voor Wetenschappen en Kunsten" and "Académie Royale des Sciences, des Lettres et 
des Beaux-Arts de Belgique". 

In parallel with the BNCGG there exists since 1955 an "Association sans buts lucratifs de droit belge" called 
"Comité National Belge de Géodésie et de Géophysique, Bruxelles". It is charged to administrate the 
finances of the Committee. 

2. Member list 

 

Board 

 
President   Thierry CAMELBEECK (ORB-KSB)  F   
Vice-president    Steven DEWITTE (IRM-KMI)  N   
Secretary   Carine BRUYNINX (ORB-KSB)  N  
Adjunct secretary Viviane PIERRARD (IASB-BIRA)   F  

 

Members (15) 

 
Prof. BECKERS, Jean-Marie (F, IAPSO) 
Université de Liège 
Département d’Astrophysique, Géophysique et Océanographie 
GeoHydrodynamics and Evironment Research 
Sart-Tilman B5, B-4000 Liège 
Phone: +32 4 366 3358  Fax: +32 4 366 2355 E-mail: jm.beckers@ulg.ac.be 

  
Dr. BRUYNINX, Carine (Secretary, N, IAG) 
Koninklijke Sterrenwacht van België 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel  
Phone : +32 2 373 0292  Fax : +32 2 374 9822 E-mail : carine.bruyninx@oma.be  

  
Prof. CAMELBEECK, Thierry (President, F, IASPEI) 
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles  
Phone : +32 2 373 0252  Fax : +32 2 374 9822 E-mail : thierry.camelbeeck@oma.be  

 
Dr. CRUCIFIX, Michel (F, IAMAS) 
Université Catholique de Louvain, Earth & Climate ELIC  
Chemin du Cyclotron 2 bte L7.01.11 
B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve  
Phone : +32 10 473300   Fax : +32 10 474722 E-mail : michel.crucifix@uclouvain.be 

  
Prof. DEHANT, Véronique (F, IAG)  
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Avenue Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
Phone : +32 2 373 0266  Fax : +32 2 374 9822 E-mail : veronique.dehant@oma.be 

  
Dr. De KEYSER, Johan (N, IAGA)  
Belgisch Instituut voor Ruimte Aëronomie 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel  
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Phone : +32 2 373 0368  Fax : +32 2 374 8423 E-mail : johan.dekeyser@bira-iasb.oma.be 
  

Dr. De MAZIERE, Martine (N, IAMAS)  
Belgisch Instituut voor Ruimte Aëronomie  
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel  
Phone : +32 2 373 0363  Fax : +32 2 374 8423 E-mail : martine.demaziere@oma.be 

 
Dr. DEWITTE, Steven (Vice-President, N, IAMAS)  
Koninklijk Meteorologisch Instituut 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel  
Phone :  +32 2 373 0624 Fax : +32 2 373 0553 E-mail : steven.dewitte@oma.be 

 
Prof. ERNST Gerald (F,  IAVCEI) 
Dpt. Geology & Soil Sciences  Universiteit Gent 
Krijgslaan 281/S8 , B-9000 Gent 
Phone : +32 9 264 4606  Fax : +32 9 264 4785 E-mail : gerald.ernst@ugent.be 

 
Prof. FICHEFET, Thierry (F, IAPSO)  
Université Catholique de Louvain, Earth & Climate ELIC  
Chemin du Cyclotron 2 bte L7.01.11, B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 
Phone : +32 10 47 3295  Fax : +32 10 47 3297 E-mail : fichefet@astr.ucl.ac.be 

 
Prof. HUYBRECHTS, Philippe (N, IACS) 
Departement Geografie, Vrije Universiteit Brussel 
Pleinlaan 2, B-1050 Brussel 
Phone : +32 2 629 3593  Fax : +32 2 629 3378 E-mail : phuybrec@vub.ac.be 
 
Dr. PIERRARD, Viviane (Adjunct-secretary, F, IAGA) 
Institut d’Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Avenue Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
Phone : +32 2 373 0365  Fax : +32 2 374 8423 E-mail : viviane.pierrard@oma.be 

 

Dr. VANDAELE, Ann Carine (F, IAGA) 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles  
Phone +32 2 3730367   Fax : +32 2 374 8423  E-mail : a-c.vandaele@aeronomie.be 

 
Dr. VANNESTE, Kris (N, IASPEI) 
Koninklijke Sterrenwacht van België 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel  
Tel: +35 2 3730280   Fax: +32 2 3730339 E-mail: kris.vanneste@oma.be 

 
Prof. VERHOEST Niko (N, IAHS) 
Universiteit Gent, Laboratory of Hydrology and Water Management 
Coupure links 653, B-9000 Gent 
Phone: +32 9 264 6138  Fax: +32 9 264 6236 E-mail: niko.verhoest@ugent.be 

 

Honorary members (20) 

 
Baron ACKERMAN, Marcel 
Rue de la Montagne 24, B-1367 Mont Saint André 
E-mail : ackerman.marcel@skynet.be 
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Prof. BERGER, André 
Université Catholique de Louvain, Institut d’Astronomie et de Géophysique G. Lemaitre 
Chemin du Cyclotron 2, B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 
Phone : +32 10 47 3303  Fax :  +32 10 47 4722  E-mail : berger@astr.ucl.ac.be 

 
Dr. DE MUER, Dirk 
Koninklijk Meteorologisch Instituut 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel 
Phone : +32 2 373 0570  Fax : +32 2 373 0553  E-mail : dirk.demuer@oma.be 

 
Prof. DE SMEDT F. Hilaire 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Department of Hydrology and Hydraulic Engineering 
Pleinlaan 2, B-1050 Brussel 
Phone : +32 2 6293547  Fax : +32 2 629 3022  E-mail : fdesmedt@vub.ac.be 

 
Prof. DE TROCH, François 
Lamstraat 4, 9820 Merelbeke 
Phone : +32 9 264 6135  Fax : +32 9 264 6236  E-mail : fdetroch@netadmin.be 

 
Prof. DUCARME, Bernard       
Rue de Louvranges 48, B-1325 Chaumont-Gistoux   E-mail : bf.ducarme@gmail.com 
 
Prof. KOCKARTS, Gaston 
Rue du Merlo 8a bte 16, B-1180 Bruxelles 
Phone : +32 2 376 0414 
 
Prof. LEMAIRE, Joseph 
Institut d’Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Avenue Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles  
Phone : +32 2 653 4921  Fax : +32 10 474722  E-mail : jfl@astr.ucl.ac.be 
 
Dr. MALCORPS, Henri 
Koninklijk Meteorologisch Instituut 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel 
Phone : +32 2 373 0500  Fax :  +32 2 375 1259  E-mail : empowerment@skynet.be 
 
Prof. NIHOUL, Jacques 
GHER – Modèle Environnement, Université de Liège 
Sart Tilman B5, B-4000 Liège 
Phone : +32 4 366 3350  Fax : +32 4 366 4740  E-mail : j.nihoul@ulg.ac.be 
 
Prof. PAQUET, Paul 
Rue du Moulin à vent 9, B-5031 Grand-Leez 
Phone : +32 81 414938  Fax : +32 2 374 9822  E-mail : paquet.frippiat@gmail.com 
 
Prof. PETERS, Jean-Jacques 
44 rue Philippe de Champagne, B-1000 Brussels 
Phone : +32 2 512 8006  Fax : +32 2 502 4644  E-mail : jjpeters@skynet.be 
 
Prof. RONDAY, François 
Université de Liège 
Place du 20 Août, 7, B-4000 Liège 

mailto:paquet.frippiat@gmail.com
mailto:jjpeters@vub.ac.be
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Phone : +32 4 366 5301  Fax: +32 4 366 5400  E-mail : fronday@ulg.ac.be, 
administrateur@ulg.ac.be 
  
Dr. SCHERER, Marc 
Belgisch Instituut voor Ruimte-Aeronomie 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel 
Phone : +32 2 374 8121  Fax : +32 2 374 8423 
  
Prof. SIMON, Paul C. 
Institut d’Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Avenue Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
Phone : +32 2 373 0413  Fax : +32 2 375 9336  E-mail : Paul.Simon@oma.be 
  
Prof. SNEYERS, R. 
Rue Copernic 68, 1180 Bruxelles 
Phone : +32 2 374 0154 
  
Ingénieur STERLING, André 
Avenue Armand Huysmans 205 bte 3, B-1050 Bruxelles 
Phone : +32 2 649 2238 
  
Prof. VAN DER BEKEN, André  
François Laurentplein 45,  B-9000 Gent  E-mail : andre.van.der.beken@pandora.be, 

avdbeken@vub.ac.be 
  
Prof. VAN TWEMBEKE, Urbain 
Kruisbooglaan 11, B-3210 Linden 
Phone : +32 16 25 89 77 
 
Dr VERBEIREN, Roland 
Koninklijke Sterrenwacht van België 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel 
Phone : +32 2 373 0257  Fax :     +32 2 374 9822  E-mail : roland.verbeiren@telenet.be 

 

Associated members (53) 

 
Alvera-Azcárate, A. (F - IAPSO)    a.alvera@ulg.ac.be    
AGO-GHER Université de Liège 
Allée du 6 Août, 17 - Sart Tilman B5, B-4000 Liège 
 
Amelynck, C. (N -IAMAS)    amelynck@bira-iasb.oma.be 
Belgisch Instituut voor Ruimte Aëronomie 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel 
 
Barth, A. (F –IAPSO)     a.barth@ulg.ac.be 
AGO-GHER Université de Liège 
Sart Tilman B5, B-4000 Liège    
 
Batelaan, O. (N –IAHS)     batelaan@vub.ac.be 
Department of Hydrology and Hydraulic  - Engineering Vrije Universiteit Brussel 
Pleinlaan 2, B-1050 Brussel 
 

mailto:fronday@ulg.ac.be
mailto:administrateur@ulg.ac.be
mailto:Paul.Simon@oma.be
mailto:avdbeken@vub.ac.be
mailto:roland.verbeiren@telenet.be


6 
 

Bergeot, N. (F – IAG)     nicolas.bergeot@oma.be   
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Avenue Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles  
 
Bernard, A. (F – IAVCEI)    abernard@ulb.ac.be 
Geochemistry 160/02 
Université Libre de Bruxelles 
Ave. Roosevelt 50, B-1050 Bruxelles 
 
Bingen, Chr. (N -IAMAS)    bingen@bira-iasb.oma.be  
Belgisch Instituut voor Ruimte Aëronomie 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel 
 
Chabrillat, S. (F – IAMAS)    chabrillat@bira-iasb.oma.be 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Collin, F. (F – IASPEI)     collin@oma.be 
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Avenue Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Crommelynck, D. (F – IAMAS)    dcrommelynck@tvcablenet.be 
Institut Royal Météorologique 
Avenue Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Crosby, N. B. (F – IAGA)     norma.crosby@aeronomie.be 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles    
 
Darrouzet, F. (F – IAGA)     fabien.darrouzet@aeronomie.be 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles  
 
Dassargues, A.(F – IAHS)    alain.dassargues@ulg.ac.be 
Laboratoires de Géologie de l'Ingénieur d'Hydrogéologie (LGIH) 
Université de Liège (ULg) 
Bâtiment B52/3, Sart Tilman, b-4000 Liège 
 
De Backer, H. (N – IAMAS)    debacker@oma.be 
Koninklijk Meteorologisch Instituut 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel 
 
Decleir, H. (N – IAMAS)     hdecleir@vub.ac.be 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Dept. Geografie  
Pleinlaan 2, B-1050  Brussel 
 
Defraigne, P. (F -IAG)     pascale.defraigne@oma.be 
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Deleersnijder, E. (F – IAPSO)    ericd@uclouvain.be 
Centre for Systems Engineering and Applied Mechanics (CESAME)  

http://www.iavcei.org/
mailto:abernard@ulb.ac.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:bingen@bira-iasb.oma.be
mailto:bingen@bira-iasb.oma.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:chabrillat@bira-iasb.oma.be
http://www.iaspei.org/
mailto:collin@oma.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:collin@oma.be
http://www.iugg.org/IAGA
mailto:norma.crosby@aeronomie.be
http://www.iugg.org/IAGA
mailto:darrouzet@aeronomie.be
http://www.cig.ensmp.fr/~iahs/
mailto:alain.dassargues@ulg.ac.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:debacker@oma.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:hdecleir@vub.ac.be
http://www.iag-aig.org/
mailto:pascale.defraigne@oma.be
http://www.iugg.org/iapso/
mailto:ericd@uclouvain.be
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Universite catholique de Louvain  
4 Avenue G. Lemaitre (Euler building, Office a.113), B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 
 
Delmelle, P. (F – IAVCEI)   pierre.delmelle@uclouvain.be  New in 2013 
Université Catholique de Louvain - Environmental Sciences, Earth and Life Institute  
Croix du Sud 2 bte L7.05.10, 1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 
 
Delobbe, L. (F – IAMAS)    delobbe@oma.be 
Institut Royal Météorologique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Errera, Q. (F – IAMAS)     errera@bira-iasb.oma.be 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Everaerts, M. (F - IAG)     Michel.Everaerts@naturalsciences.be 
Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences 
13, Rue Jenner, B-1000 Brussels 
 
Fussen, D. (F – IAGA)     didier.fussen@oma.be 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Gérard, J.-C. (F – IAMAS)    jc.gerard@ulg.ac.be 
Lab. Phys. Atm. Et Planétaire, Université de Liège 
Allée du 6 août 17, B5C, B-4000 Liège 
 
Joukoff, A. (F – IAMAS)     joukalex@skynet.be  
Institut Royal Météorologique  
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Karatekin, Ö.  (F - IAG)     o.karatekin@oma.be    
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Avenue Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Kruglanski, M. (F – IAGA)    michel.kruglanski@aeronomie.be 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Lamy, H. (F – IAGA)    lamy@aeronomie.be 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Legrand, J. (F -IAG)     juliette.legrand@oma.be 
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Loutre, M.-F. (F – IAMAS)    loutre@astr.ucl.ac.be 
Institut d'Astronomie et de Geophysique G. Lemaitre, Université Catholique de Louvain 
2 Chemin du Cyclotron, B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve  
 

http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:delobbe@oma.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:errera@bira-iasb.oma.be
http://www.iag-aig.org/
http://www.iugg.org/IAGA
mailto:didier.fussen@oma.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:jc.gerard@ulg.ac.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:joukalex@skynet.be
http://www.iugg.org/IAGA
mailto:michel.kruglanski@aeronomie.be
http://www.iugg.org/IAGA
mail:lamy@aeronomie.be
http://www.iag-aig.org/
mailto:juliette.legrand@oma.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:loutre@astr.ucl.ac.be
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Muller, C. (F – IAGA)     c.muller@oma.be 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Müller, J.-F. (F – IAMAS)    jfm@oma.be 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles  
 
Muls, A. (N – IAG)     alain.muls@rma.ac.be 
Royal Military Academy 
Renaissancelaan 30, B-1000 Brussel 
 
Pattyn, F. (F – IACS)     fpattyn@ulb.ac.be 
Laboratoire de Glaciologie , Université libre de Bruxelles 
CP 160/03, Av. F. D. Roosevelt 50, B-1050 Bruxelles 
 
Pauwels, V. (N – IAHS)     valentijn.pauwels@ugent.be 
Universiteit Gent , Laboratory of Hydrology and Water Management 
Coupure Links 653, B-9000 Gent 
 
Pottiaux, E. (F, IAG)     eric.pottiaux@oma.be    
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Avenue Circulaire  3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Rasson, J. ( F – IAGA)     jean.rasson@oma.be 
Institut Royal Météorologique 
Centre de Physique du Globe , B-5670 Dourbes (Viroinval) 
 
Roosbeek, F., (F -IAG)     fabian.roosbeek@oma.be 
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Rosenblatt, Pascal (F -IAG)    rosenb@oma.be 
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Roth Michel (F - IAGA)     roth.michel@skynet.be 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles  
 
Rouvas-Nicolis, C. (F – IAMAS)    cnicolis@oma.be 
Institut Royal Météorologique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Schayes, G. (F – : IAMAS)    schayesacomastr.ucl.ac.be 
Inst. Astronomie et Géophysique - UCL Université Catholique de Louvain  
Chemin du Cyclotron, 2, 1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 
 
Schoon, N. (N -IAMAS)     schoon@bira-iasb.oma.be  
Belgisch Instituut voor Ruimte Aëronomie 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel 
 

http://www.iugg.org/IAGA
mailto:c.muller@oma.be
http://www.iamas.org/
http://www.iag-aig.org/
mailto:alain.muls@rma.ac.be
http://www.cig.ensmp.fr/~iahs/
mailto:valentijn.pauwels@ugent.be
http://www.iugg.org/IAGA
mailto:jean.rasson@oma.be
http://www.iag-aig.org/
mailto:fabian.roosbeek@oma.be
http://www.iag-aig.org/
mailto:rosenb@oma.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:cnicolis@oma.be
http://www.iamas.org/
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Van Camp, M. (F – IAG)     mvc@oma.be 
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Avenue Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Van Hoolst, T. (N – IAG)    tim.vanhoolst@oma.be 
Koninklijke Sterrenwacht van België 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel 
 
Van Roozendael, M. (F – IAMAS)   vanroozendael@bira-iasb.oma.be 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
van Ruymbeke M. (F – IAVCEI)    labvruy@oma.be 
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Avenue Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
van Ypersele, J.-P. (F – IAMAS)    vanypersele@astr.ucl.ac.be 
Inst. Astronomie et Géophysique, Université Catholique de Louvain 
Chemin du Cyclotron 2, B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 
 
Vanclooster, M. (F – IAHS)    vanclooster@geru.ucl.ac.be 
AGRO/MILA/GERU, Université Catholique de Louvain 
Place Croix du Sud 2 bte 2,  B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 
 
Vanhellemont, Ph. (N -IAMAS)    vanhellemont@bira-iasb.oma.be  
Belgisch Instituut voor Ruimte Aëronomie 
Ringlaan 3, B-1180 Brussel 
 
Vannitsem, St. (F – IAMAS)    vannitsem@oma.be 
Institut Royal Météorologique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 
 
Warnant, R. (F – IAG)     rene.warnant@ulg.ac.be 
Université de Liège 
Bâtiment B5A Unité de Géomatique- Géodésie et GNSS, Allée du 6 août 17, B-4000 Liège 1 
 
Wilquet, V. (F – IAGA)    valerie.wilquet@aeronomie.be  New in 2013 
Institut d'Aéronomie Spatiale de Belgique  
avenue Circulaire, 3, 1180 Uccle 
 
Yseboodt, Marie (F -IAG)    m.yseboodt@oma.be 
Observatoire Royal de Belgique 
Av. Circulaire 3, B-1180 Bruxelles 

 

3. Meetings of the Committee in 2013 

 

Dates and main conclusions 

 

http://www.iag-aig.org/
mailto:mvc@oma.be
http://www.iag-aig.org/
mailto:tim.vanhoolst@oma.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:vanroozendael@bira-iasb.oma.be
http://www.iavcei.org/
mailto:labvruy@oma.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:vanypersele@astr.ucl.ac.be
http://www.cig.ensmp.fr/~iahs/
mailto:vanclooster@geru.ucl.ac.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:vanhellemont@bira-iasb.oma.be
http://www.iamas.org/
mailto:vannitsem@oma.be
http://www.iag-aig.org/
mailto:rene.warnant@ulg.ac.be
http://www.iag-aig.org/
mailto:m.yseboodt@oma.be
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The traditional annual BNCGG General Assemby has been held on January 24 in the Meridian room of the 
Royal Observatory of Belgium. The introductory conference was given by Pr. Jean-Louis Tison (ULB). 
 It has been necessary to organize a second General Assembly on May 3 to discuss the proposal done by 
the IUGG General Secretary to organize a celebration event of the IUGG centenary in Brussels in 2019. This 
second GA was held in the meeting room of the Royal Observatory of Belgium. 
Another BNCGG meeting was organized on October 10 at the Royal Observatory of Belgium with two 
conferences by Pr. Pierre Ozer (ULg) and Dr. David Dehenauw (KMI/IRM).  
 
The summary of the three talks that were given to the Committee follow: 
 
Ice-Ocean interactions under the Roi Baudouin Ice Shelf, East Antarctica: controls on sea level rise 
By Pr. Jean-Louis Tison, Université Libre de Bruxelles 
On January 24, 2013 at ROB  
 
One of the major uncertainties in the context of the surmised Global Climate Change is the future 
behaviour of the global sea level, with potentially severe impacts on human society, especially in coastal 
areas. One direct driver of expected future sea level rise is the contribution of melting/calving ice sheets, 
given the large amounts of frozen water stored in these large natural ice masses. 
This talk will present recent results from glaciological and oceanographic measurements in the coastal 
vicinity (Princess Ragnhild Coast) of the new Belgian Antarctic Base Princess Elisabeth, aiming at 
quantifying the potential contribution of this part of East-Antarctica to accelerated ice discharges to the 
Southern Ocean. Indeed, until now, it has been considered that it is mainly some regions of West-
Antarctica (e.g. Pine Island Glacier in the Amundsen Sea) that show clear signs of "destabilization" due to 
the fact that most of its ice-bedrock lies well below present-day sea level. Little is known, however, of its 
east Antarctic counterpart, generally reported as quite stable (or even in slight growth) in terms of mass 
balance. We will review the processes at stake, and see how these might be at work (or not) 
in the vicinity of the old "base Roi Baudouin" location (actually a floating ice shelf). 
 
 
Communication and catastrophe: “everything’s under control” 
By Pr. Pierre Ozer, Department of Environmental Sciences and Management, University of Liege, Arlon 
On October 10, 2013 at ROB 
 
There are multiple ways to communicate when disaster strikes. But the common denominator is to run the 
signal that “everything is under control”. Yet, people ‘love’ that. However, it sometimes –very often– 
happens that disasters are handled so as to serve its own interests at the expense of the public interest. In 
the context of this paper, we focus on natural disasters. We will travel across three continents to show the 
multitude of possible manipulations, the objectives of the latter and two common points between these 
three examples: the defense of some interests (financial or political) and the further impoverishment of 
the most vulnerable populations. The first example takes us to Vietnam where we will see how the country 
is affected by climate change. Then, in Benin, we will see how flooding can be whipped up in an election 
campaign. Finally, a Belgian example (floods in Tubize) will show that sometimes an improvised too 
reassuring communication can be disastrous on a political level. 
 
 
Communication aspects of high impact weather: the Pukkelpop storm case 
By Dr. David Dehenauw (KMI/IRM) 
On October 10, 2013 at ROB 
 
August 18, 2011, the biggest death toll in Belgium due to severe weather occured since 1953 during the 
Pukkelpop festival in Kiewiet, near Hasselt. Was this forecast ? Was this thunderstorm truly exceptional or 
not? Which warnings were issued? Did they reach the organisers of Pukkelpop ? Why or why not ? Are 
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there lessons to be learned? If yes, has action been taken already by all partners? Was the disaster an 
accident waiting to happen? I will try to answer these questions. 

4. Possible General Assemblies of the Scientific Union in 2013 

 
No IUGG GA. 

 

5. Other activities in 2013 

 

Representation at Scientific Assemblies 

F. Collin represented the BNCGG at the IAHS-IAPSO-IASPEI Scientific Assembly in Gothenburg, Sweden, 
2013-07-22 - 2013-07-26 

Ph. Huybrecht represented the BNCGG at the IACS-IAMAS Assembly in Davos, Switzerland, 2013-07-08 to 
2013-07-12  

F. Darrouzet represented the BNCGG at the IAGA Scientific Assembly in Merida, Mexico, 2013-08-26 to 
2013-08-31 

C. Bruyninx represented the BNCGG at the IAG Scientific Assembly in Potsdam, Germany, 2013-09-01 to 
2013-09-06 

A. Bernard represented the BNCGG at the IAVCEI Scientific Assembly in  Kagoshima, Japan, 2013-07-20 to 
2013-07-24 

Organization of a splinter meeting of Belgian scientists involved in IAVCEI  

The BNCGG President invited Belgian scientists working in the field of volcanology at the Royal Observatory 
of Belgium on Wednesday 19 June at 13h30m to discuss about the role of the BNCGG  with the purpose of 
involving more volcanologists in its activities. 
 

Possible organisation of a IUGG GA or Celebration Event in 2019 in Brussels 

On March 26, the BNCGG Bureau met the Secretary General of the International Union of Geodesy and 
Geophysics (IUGG), in the presence of the Director General of the Royal Observatory of Belgium.  
 
The object of his visit in Brussels was the following:  In 2019 IUGG will turn to be 100. IUGG was born in 
Brussels and the executives  of IUGG thought that perhaps it would be a good idea to celebrate this  
wonderful event in Brussels on or around 28 July 2019 (the date of the birth of the Union). He was asked by 
the IUGG Bureau to negotiate with us about any potential actions.  
 
He presented two options and asked us whether we would be interested to invest in one of the two 
options. There is a third option which is to do nothing!  
 
Option 1: To organize in Brussels the 2019 IUGG general Assembly [More or less 5000 participants during 
two weeks].  
Of course we will then be in competition with other candidatures and will have to introduce a formal bid by 
Nov. 2014.  
 
Option 2: To organize in Brussels a special event of 2 to 3 days, inviting dedicated speakers [more or less 
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500 participants]. In this case, the IUGG bureau will have to be informed of our intention by Sept. 2013.  
 
After a vote amongst the effective BNCGG members, the BNCGG decided not to go for option 2 
(organization of a small meeting). Concerning the organization of an IUGG General Assembly: it will be a 
challenge to organize it in Brussels, because the SQUARE, in the centre of Brussels, has not enough rooms. 
Of course, there are two alternatives in Brussels: the Heyzel Plateau, or the VUB campus. The Heyzel 
plateau was disregarded by the BNCGG. Presently the VUB seems to be the only option left. 

6. Future perspectives 

 

- The next BNCGG General Assembly is planned on Thursday January 23, 2014. 

- The next IUGG General Assembly will be held in Prague, Czech Republic in 2015. 

- The mandates of our effective and associated members have to be renewed every 4 years. The last 
time was in 2012, so it will be the case again in 2016. Letters for renewal will be sent in November 
2015. 

 

 


